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1. Should we make passport copies in case students lose them?   
 

Yes.  It’s also a good idea to collect passports after they’re done with them at the airport.  Once we 
arrive, Dave can collect them & keep them in our house. 

 
2. What type of dress should students wear at the churches & schools?  
 

Nothing too formal . . . girls: pants, “nice” (hole-free) jeans, skirts or dresses / guys: nice pants or 
jeans (also hole-free) and nice shirts (no ties).  Polos and even Tees (as long as there’s not 
something stupid on them) are fine.  Bring along “decent” shoes too so no one is wearing flip-flops 
or trashed tennies at church. 
 

3. Considering the weather, what type of clothes should students bring?  
 

Weather can vary by 30 degrees throughout the day.  Bring clothes for both warm & cold weather.  
There is NO HEAT ANYWHERE!!  So, if it’s 45º outside it’s 45º inside!! 
 

4. Is there a good way to prevent pick-pocketing – a certain type of clothing?  
 

There’s been one pickpocket in 30 yrs. of trips.  Dave keeps the money & gives it in increments, 
just be cautious. 
 

5. Bedding arrangements, what should we bring?  
 

2 floors with bunk beds – one floor for guys, one for gals.  We provide all the bedding. 
 

6. For presentations will there be a sufficient sound system to play music?  
 

Yes. 
 

7. Do you have a preference on whether or not students bring CD players, mobile phones, etc.?  
 

Usually, most youth pastors allow them for the trip but don’t allow them during the time in São 
Paulo.  This works best.  We only give out the internet password to those group leaders that are 
responsible for keeping in touch with the US. 
 

8. As far as luggage, 1 empty, 1 full, or what do you think?   
 

One suitcase should be sufficient, we will help by doing laundry.  Having one “empty” suitcase will 
allow you to bring items that we need (and maybe some treats too!) and will enable you to take 
things that you bought back home.  NOTE ON LUGGAGE: No more than 50 lbs. each for the luggage you 
check, your carry on should be 20 lbs. or less.  Dimensions for carry on: they specify that your carry on should be no 
more than 14 in. long, 22 in. wide, and 9 in. tall.  Your two checked bags should equal no more than 62 in. when 
added together (length, width, height). 

 
9. Do students need any shots?   
 

No shots are required at present, but yellow fever is one that may be soon. 
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10. How do Bible studies or devotions usually work?  
 

Usually, the leaders set aside a time for personal devotions in the morning.  The leader should 
prepare devotions for the evenings as well as some debriefing questions.  He should also be 
prepared to speak at one of the churches.  Each person should also bring a journal. 
   

11. During tourist type times, will the group stay together, or will they separate?  Will there be 
chaperones?   

 
The group will stay together and we’re always with you. 
 

12. Are there some locations where we will be that aren’t safe?   
 

Our ultimate safety is up to God.  But we are conscious of what’s safe and what’s not safe and 
we’re overprotective too! 
 

13. If there are emergency medical needs, how does that work, should we get Travel Med. Insurance?   
 

We’ve never have never had anything serious happen.  Travel medical insurance is available and 
required.  Here’s an option: Tim Steenland Jr. at Steenland Insurance in Grand Rapids, MI.  (616) 
784-3322  

 
14. Will blow dryers work, or do they need a converter?   
 

They will work . . . same set-up and voltage as U.S. 
 

15. Is there an airport tax coming in or going out?   
 

The airport taxes should have been included in the price of the tickets. 
 

16. How do you handle changing over the money?  
 

Probably the safest way to handle the money is for the leader to collect all spending money prior to 
leaving, and deposit it in the church’s bank account, keeping track of who gave what.  Then, send 
a check for the amount deposited to BMM along with the room & board money clearly designated 
as funds for a short-term mission group with Dave & Jan Santos.  The address is:   
 
BAPTIST MID-MISSIONS 
PO Box 308011  
Cleveland, OH  44130-8011.   
 
When you’re in SP, one of the leaders or Dave will take care of keeping track of each person’s 
spending money.  Another option is debit or credit cards.  They will work for most purchases. 
   

17. What kinds of jewelry can they wear, or should they leave it at home?  
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Leave home whatever jewelry you don’t want to lose. 
 

18. Are there some Portuguese phrases that we should know?   
 

Some groups have learned some phrases but few Brazilians can understand what they’re saying. 
    

19. Will we be doing any street evangelism that we should study how to combat Roman Catholicism? 
 

No, it’s very difficult with the language barrier.  
 

20.  Are things priced similar to the States as far as spending money goes?   
 

Very similar given the dollar right now.  A T–shirt may run between $25 - $50.  Brazil jerseys are 
over $125.  It’s cheaper to purchase those in the US. 
 

21. Is there a video projector available for presentations?  
 

Yes. 
 

22. What if I forget something I really need (toiletries or medicine)? 
 

We can get anything you need right in SP.  Of course, it’s a rotten way to use your spending 
money! 

  
23. Do I need to bring my own towels? 

 
No.  Towels are also provided by the Santos. 

 
24. Do we need to pack enough clothing for the whole trip, or will we be able to do laundry? 

 
Jan will do laundry at least once for everyone during your time with us, as needed. 

 
25. Can leaders (or other adults) order a beer or a glass of wine when we’re at a restaurant? 

 
No.  Our ministry is 100% alcohol-free. We don’t even allow the purchase of any alcoholic 
beverages to take back to the States. We want to maintain the best testimony possible to all the 
Brazilians, whether saved or unsaved. 
 

26. I have food allergies. Is that going to be an issue? 
 

Be sure and pack lots of snacks you CAN eat. We have access to some things but we don’t run a 
restaurant, neither do we have the time to prepare very much “special” food. We also aren’t able to 
cater to your preferences or “pickiness.” If you’re just “intolerant” of a certain food, or are 
vegetarian, vegan, etc., YOU’LL have to deal with that. Unfortunately, it’s too much of a challenge 
for us while hosting you. 


